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o Except in cases where a stent can be deployed > 1cm below the cystic duct insertion  Age < 18 years, pregnancy, incarceration, inability to provide informed consent  Karnofsky performance status ≤ 40  Inability to pass a guidewire proximal to the stricture  Stricture > 8cm in length  Life expectancy < 1 year  Concomitant nonanastomotic biliary strictures (e.g., biliary cast syndrome) A Bismuth type I bile duct stricture was defined as a common bile duct or common hepatic duct stricture whose proximal margin was ≥ 2 cm from the hepatic confluence. 
